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As Ness Informatio� Service ente�s.its .fifth year may I once more�tha�k-you 
all for being me�bers especially those.of y�u�that have se�t me news �nd·���as� 
newspaper cuttings and other articles�. Also th�nks gQ �o those members who� : 
sent me, and the ·family 9 Christmas caros and wh� �n_quir;,eo .after my . wi fes ·heal. th 
and recovery after her operation last yeaD. She'�a�·done !very well and the do�tors 

� .· . , ' 

have been pleased ·with her when she ha� be.�n in for _check-up so 
NIS · fiJembersh.ip is just under the .. 20'0 .mark!' Ther� hq.v.e. been a number of 

lapsed members but these have beeri mo�� ��aQ replaced:�� ne� subscriptions� 
I have tri.G.d to keep track of memqer.s q4eri�s·. and to ·answer them a� soon as 

possible. Ii you have not had an_an�w�r to �·s�ecific question I am very sorry9 
do please write again and remind·m� �h�t your query is. 

i: Smith Film TV St .owing . 
Peter and �wen Smith's shor{ super-s'colour mq0ie �eqGence of what couid_ 

be a 'Nessie' head .arid .neck. surfacin·g close off-shore at last had its debut 'on' 
BBC 1 T.V. news at .. midday9 6Rm an�'gp� ,0� February ·sth and thi� r�ached :a vast> 
aud��nce� This wa� arr$nged .tb�ou�h · Tim Dinsdale approac�ing Nic�·wi�che�l �t t�e� 
BBC news room 9 who organised ·a ·showing there 9 which interested h.:i;s �. � di tar� - .I '-

· 
Subseque�tly N�c�_made his o�n �on��ibution as commentator. b��irib. ��ne : ���h� b�rd 
war� .in tr�veiling to Loch Ne�s to ·-shoot back-up sequ�ncee. 9 ··aiici .to in��rvi�� : ' < -� ""'· · · 

Ch!iistopher �Idle on the ·spot9 ·in his dingy. Chris Iqle .' � repci�t is in 'NIS ;�1 !< _ .
. 
! ,  

Next d�y P���r and Gwen-Smith �nd ·chiis Idle were intervi���d. (�� the.SE ·�ectot · 

edifion of 'Nationwide' on TV. Thus a large numbe� of peo�le h�J�·.had�tb��ch�rico 
to judge the film for th�m�elves: bu� as hoaxes occasioriaily ocicur"at��oc�··����9 
the fciilowi�g additional c�mmentary ·by Peter Smith 6Q th�.circumstaric�s-of.t�� 
filming has been. s�nt to me by Tim Dinsdale9 who asks that it be included in NIS 
32. . ' 

' ... . -

Further thoughts on the Smith Film, by Peter Smith 
Why our sighting of ari unknown anima! in.Loch Ne$8 cannot have been of an 

inanimafe object deliberately placed to misle�d"us. . . _ 
First and foremost, in both.our opinions, the only other two · persons present· 

on the scene were genuine, straight-forward,:good-humoured youths. 
Both were clearly as interested and bemuseq by the.sightings as we �ere. · 

After the fourth appearanc�.o� the ani�al, by the �6at9 Idle was9 in'my:·6pi�lon; 
shaken by ihe episode and covering it up by la��hi�g and joking it off; i� it was 
acting9 i.t was an·· Oscar-winning performance.'. . 

Coulton, who�like us9 had been safely on dry land, was obviously both amu�ed 
and fasci��ted by the proceedings once his f�lend had reachedffifety9 and ciamb�red 
off up through the foliage to the road ( wher··e we co�:Jld see part of their motoplsGd 
caravan) to reappe

.
ar mom�nts later· with a camera with which to photograph:· the next 

sighti�g (whlch unfoituna�e�y·n�ver transpired). He had, apparently9 osked his 
father, 'who wa� in }:he caravan9 whether he had seen anything but he had not, 
having been asleep. 

- Both of th� oth�r two witnesses readily gave us their names and addresses 
for possible cor�o�orative evidence, and9 as we have seen9 Idle sent Tim Dinsdale 
an excellent report of his experi�nce. I do hbt know if Coulton has been written 
to but it wouid seem a s.ton.e worth turning. 

For my own part, havLng spent more than fifteen yeais working in two branches 
of a moderate sized firm cif professional accountants, I have m�t and interviewed 
certainly hundreds 9. and possibly thousands, of clients, not 'tb· mention H .M. 
Inspectors of Taxa�·, V.A.T. men and the like, and feel I am by -now a fairly 
reasonable judge of- ch�ractBr. You inevitably see the true colours of people when 
dealing -with their mon�y·9 especially when taxation raises its monstrous head. As 
indicated above, I am satisfied unieservedly as to the �incerity tif Idle and 
Coultona an opinion shared bv Gwen, my wife. 



( 2) 
Next it is necossnry to consider the mechanics of the matter, if we disregard 

the foregoing and a hoax is considered still as a serious possibility. 
Thinking back carefully9 I recall tho fact that when Gwen first drew my 

attention to the animal, which had su�f9COdr).f:l front of her eyes 9 my first image 
was of n poriscope-like dark-coloured obj�Qt $�ick�ng _ up out of the water. What 
I may have overlooked to mention previously, npt:_attaching too much importance to 
it, was tho fact that it initially held its neck at a slight angle to the . . 

.
. 

perpendicular; perhaps as much as 10 degrees� but the head was definitely· hale-'�_:;_:_:_-!���--: 
horizontally • . · By·-the tfme ·I · had focussed · •Y bin�cuiars it-. had :6ecoms \iert.1bai; .c::the ... 
head stlll · hel� horiiontally · and thcitefor� ·at ri�h�-a�gles tq· the-nsck ( ��d t��: · � 
head still �oiMfin� the s�mo way).· �s fa� as I can r�d�1i;;it r��ained vert±c�l ��-- . 
for the rest of the four appt3arances. 

· 

. 
: ·· . · . · .. 

. 

· 

A� previously· 'indicated;· a� bn� p�int ( and, I thihk, dniy on�e, f�om �e�oiy) 
the head turned through niru3ty d�grees, frorri profi,le, to :si ihe'r ·:dlrettly facing · 

· :· :i 

us, or directly away; on dbin� a�, it disa�pe��ed 'as a -��p�f�te·enti�y- i. e. it 
must have been

.
the same.- thickness as the nebk, when Seen·enti-on. · ..

. 
In addition to t�ese fw� types of.mcve�en��of fhe �ead_fn �eiatio� ·to th� necks 

the whole thing of ccurs���6ved vertic�lly up ahd dowri iA :th� wate�, wKe�·emer�irt��' :: 
and submerging respectively. · 

. · · · ': - · - ! , '' 
All movements were absolutely controlled; there was not the slightest "bobbing" 

or swinging of the neck despite the extremely rough wate.r. , I ca�n-o . . t -�cee�-t--�:ha-t:��.::�.:-. -
the head mov�meni was caused by-�ind �r -��ter;:sihce {i 

.
it-wa�; {t woul�.-have·b�en 

a continuou� feat�re.· 'Wheh Gwen flrst' saw the animal, 'I was stJdying -�hat·'·turned _, 
out to be an oil drum mlJ�h fUtther away 9 ·through 'binoculars 0 I ·t' was turnihg round . 
and round endlessly;-�n� !��ch':e�� was·b�ing. throw� u�-�nd d6wn��lterhat�ly, �iv{n� 
rise to some he��t-�iop�ing bl�ck R���s, yet .'our objebt remained-rigid _ag�l�st �i1· 
this turbulence� only ·making th� 'occasional �arJfmal-like moverrient'·alre<;idy ihdi;cated., 

In a�df��o� io �his, one or'two ��ri�le r����ke�, 6h se�ing �he �il� (i�cludirig 
Gwen) that th� h�a6 appeared to �ip b�iore-60� $u6m�rg�nce. I h�ve' not: �oti�ed�thi�, 
nor can I ·recall it happening at · the time, ·but have no doubt .. J."A.R.i.�o-'w-ill mentiqn 
this, if··correct,·1in ·their rep

.
ort. · · · ,_.. , · · ' · ·· '-·_'· · ' - . .  · 

Personaily, I beiieve· there must.have be�n someth�ng immense:under the water to 
keep the ·visible-'patt so ��iil, havin�··reg�td to the. �{�e of th� -w�0e�9 and t cannot 
begin to cbn��iv� 'hbw 'it-codld h�0� been achieved arfifici�lli. I� it were �om� 

. 

kind of dummy it would have to have been extremely long, perhaps twelve feet, to stop 
it falling over, since at least six . feet were visible. at one point and how it could 
have been transported. to 9 and placed-�--.i-n:�-----the .. ·l·och· Ut:i�-tti.Out-��8-ing . .. fi.Elti£-8�� .. . :: dBf-ias -ti:le- · · 
imagination, as ·does �ow ii couid�p��sibi� be 6per����. One also w�hd�ts wherci two 
teenagers would derive the financ�al resoarces �or ·s�ch a'f�ai'df��nginee�ing. 

The only visible ��tif�ct'· was th� fishing ii�e; �-long c��d· (Gweh .:re�S�ber�· :it 
in more detail than I 6�n) �tr�bhi�g intb the wet�� ��d, G�e�:ro�all�, ��d�n��iM a 
small kirid of drum lying . o� tho .'roqk�·, n9t att�c�ed ·t� �ny�hiM� o� ·fa�i�h�� d�wnl 
There were also odd ita�s of fi�hi��-�quip�ent· (t�in n��bn line) lyihd ab6ut�· as 
ono .41ould expect. . .. . . _ . __ · · · . , . . · · · · 

- .· , : .. · · · : ... . 
·'From ou'r posi tiofls at' the t�me C?f �D� sightings ·we would· hav·e · seen somebody 

man�pul�tirig that.cord .if �uch had b�B�-the 6ase, �ut:at the t��o:of· the fir�t 
three. -�igh'tini;)s .. th.ere .. was nobody _t9 be seen. At: th� ti91o of the !ou'r�h Caul ton · 
was cleaiiy 0isiblo, .�xc�tedl� �esticul�t��9 as i�le row�� ( obviob�ly'for his �ffe) 
like mad for .

. 
the ·sh�re. ·After this fi

.
nal sl.'ghting we :hurri·d.ly- joine9 'them and 

there was· n� time f6r; any 1i�ing of equip�ent. ! 'ih �ny �as� tho�:�e�o yisible to·us 
all the time as we stumbled pvo� the rocks. to reach them� . 

. :Th� -�pp�ar-ance of 
.
the t'�.I:ng i·s also wart_� consi�eration . . . To: �e, it looked like 

loath.cry, .. ·naked skin t_�:ro"t,.Jgh tpo binoc_ulars .and 9 pGradoxically 7 -�1 thoug� strange-
( an animal totally outside olJr oxporionc8),- yet it �i_q�t" soi'noh_oUI9 dos_p� te t�e 
total absonco of features on the hoa_d, due' no d_oubt 'to the ;distance ·and . . part�al· · 
silhouette. I :also f.eel a hoax·or. would inovi tc:f�ly have po�rited on at least �yes! 

Gwen remembe.r.s a sort of cr.ownto t_he h�_a� 9 a}-though this was not so· obv�o�.s 
to me, but when it was end o� t 9o�· r:�call .�:he impression, though �ossibly ·: a

. 
tr�bk . 

of the light on wet and dry surfa.ces_, , a hi_ri� of a shnllow grove 9 l.n
. 

t�o ml.ddle of� the 

top of its hea�, but I remembe� at the �i�e 'thinking it was not certal.n enough to 

warrant taking account . of I just. could not be sure of it •.. 

.J 



(3) 
If it were a dummy9 it was of ingenious appearnaceo Furthermore9 Idle 

describes it in his report to Tim Oinsdale as "black"9 yet I am-certai-n-it was· 
brown! rt was .:only :through the bino'culars ( 35 X 60 Telstar9 purchased f'or this 
purpose· 'e'reven y'ears previously) that it had any· colour, ahd then 9 as I say 9 it 
was brig�t brown� · · · 

Whereas, ·in ·my experionce 9 telescopes an_d� pqwe-'�·fui binoculars seem to sharpen 
up colours;9: the-y· do not change- them9 and wh_er;eas: �·bright brown object could 
appear black ·ih the ·right light conditioni�" �herci · is'hb:Way in which� black object 
would appea� bright browno The animal �usi:fh�ref�re h�ve ·b�en brown�!��d if I�l� 
had been involye_d in planting_ 'it there=� he wot.J1d · ·flave k·nown this and tiJould : �h�-���- .·� 
fore hardly describe it as bl"'ack! . . . 

. . _:·.·· 

!.r . 
Behaviour ty· .too it was· f3xactl y like an

. 
animal. . My· opinion is that it was 

coming up to make sure the coast was still �le�� · whil�: it had a go6d meal just 
under the surface. It seemed to be like an alert cat or dog with {invisible) 
ears pricked up, perhaps_ sni ff�ng the air for iQtruders.. When it turned if:s.:._:, __ · · 

, �:·_.; . 

head it may well have been w.ighfng · u$ up;· if· sb, ··it· 'decided · we· were of �� 'l.mmedtaJ.e .. .. 
danger · and stayed in sight for a while·-� 

· · · · . . 

. 

· 
. . 

. 
IV!y most vivid impressio.rr ' of a'n ·' · a·nl.rtral· though, w·as· on the foutth appe·a��hce, : . . . . . · 

next_ to the· hastl.ly retrea�in� boat�:_:_, it seemed -to; _eme77g,e t:an·fi'da;nt+Y-. o-�. h�for:��-� �-r.· :-.· . . 

but after coming up only · a"·short amount, it clearly changed 'its miner ana wi thdr'ew � _ · . 
immediately, though at a sp.ee.d·t�:"�at made as l'ittle. dist'urlSan'te a:�--p.o_9�).bl�.� _. · ·�- . 

Finally, what was the pu.rpo�'e of ·.i t  all, if it was a hoax'? . . To: go to- �'lJc;:h 
( to me· impossible) lengths'· is··! iAcrecH.ble enough, but to dci .. it 'in .. a. plac�. IJ,Ihet� 1 t ...... 
would onl� be �een by pure chan�� is0unbeliev�bi�. 

· · 
· . 

. 

. . 
· = � 

It could not have b'een visible' 'from the road 9 ·nor �from the. other··: Side of' the 
loch� unles's somebody hilpponed to have a telescope

. 
ot blncicula,rs: �n'' �xactly

. 
. -� i-i 1 

the right spot at the timeo. As far as . we can:recall it h<;ld no·t. be�n· a pnrti<?ularly _, 
nice day and it' wa� cert�i8iY getting'�ough':by �he time of:�h� �i�btirig§o Th�re. 
were few people �bout·and�;�veri · we.�p�nt· mcist of the� �i�e ' thet � u� 68 t�� road9 in t�s 
car, only venturfri� down to th� ·sho��--onbe or :t�lc� at most� 

. · · · . 

Al•o why risk· f6�rc��p�a�arlc�s�afte��a sJ�c��stul first on�� eacihriime 
compounding the probabili�i of so�ethin� going ilirong; or �lving�th� game ·�w�y�- �hy_ 
al�o ·only;show �good leng£A of neck bri�fly,·fcif most cif the� t��� onl� a:�hbttar 
amount showing itselfo Somehow it does not seem to make sens�9: ·whi6h�v�r way yoJ · 

look at it. ·· · .· ·: 
. ·; , 

. Summing it up, ·· having --really thrashed it out ori·;·the ab�ve f:lnes !·qetween'"'us:9:- · 

both tweri and· �y��lf · �re �b�blutely convinced-that-�hat �e ��:w�s'ailive, ·intelligent 
animalo Whether anybody else believes us is a matter of little consequence to us. 
We are only to happy to have had such extroardina�y goo� fortun�1 

:P.M�Smith9 A.C.C.A.t A.A.A.I.:, 
{on consulatation:with:G�A.$mith� B.S9�) 

_: _ , : .. 

Watson Picture s  lf · 

I have no further word about any work being done on Jeffrey 1 � photograph� of Ci� _._ · 

wake. But I have. now seen.: copies ·Of tt:H31Jl. ,_ Th�y are:. good cleP.J?�:photqgraphs with ,tt")e: 
opposite {north) shore in them. In the dark portion reflecting the heavily wo�ded 
slopes above there· is a distict wake� The wate� is �ippled and in_�he foreground is 
a stoely blue in ·colour·.. ·The wako · doos ·.not-, stand oqt as clesr�y.. in the later shots 
as. it movos into this area� .In thu . fifth'�ictur� t�er� is� a tiny black object. 
It is not grein9 but evon with a magnifying glass no definite shapo c�� be mado . outo 
It is about half-way across the loch9 beyond it some 100 yards from the far shqre is 
a motor cruiser. This ·. c:raft .will . . be�. som.e 25, fEHJt ··long. but iD. the, pictt.Jro. it _Ts· ... 
a sixteenth of an inch longo There for.e -the··.amall black. object- is. fai.rly substantial o 

Fo� me there is an ironic s�da to thaee,photographs. In num��r�ritwo and throe 
in the top ri.ght hand corne:r is · a strotch ;of, familia� l.and • . · T.�is is �i:-t :the. _t_o,p . . 
left·hand corner of· number four, which .j.s ,. t_he.: first after .Joffrey, mqvod bis loca.tiono 
The place is Achnahannet with Fraee-r Is ,cro-ft 8fld: fiqlcio . .. A�t:mah(3-nn9'� wa� tho . �f t.i:J' ., 
of the LoN.I. hoad-quartors for many years, and there usod to boa 35mm �o0i6-�a��t� 
with a 1000 mm lens povoting this area of the locho But Nossie di�- not.;fav_our us with 
a 'swim past'·· In the' last th,ree,·Watson, pictures Castlo Urquhart i� in tne far 
background but the wake'is indistinct in tho foreground. Let us ho�o something 
more will be found with furthor examination. 



(4) \ 
I . .. 

Obituaries Cl em Skeltc:in · '"- ' 
On the 5th ·February 1979 Clem···skelton died ·a.t·�i:�ld�th�� tia.s·pital Inverness. , 

Clem will be remembered by Lo'cH· Ness Investigat'iorf m'embers . w.h_;ci: we:re ·an expedition . 
during the mid and late' 1960 I s:o .; When he parted compjany wi-t'h! l·o N ·.I 0�: after the 
1969 season it was unfortunatly after disagreements. But h� will alway� be 
remembered· for the sterling ·�ark-' he ·did in the earl'y days: of. th·e Ac·h�ahannet 
head-quart�rs� In 1969 he· married an Ameriean girl, �liso�;·�����h�ir' first �on 
Alasdair was ·born while they -we-re at Achnahannet. · · AfteF ·:t-h�s 'tf,·f3y tno�ed to 
Lewiston (near Orumnadrochi t) where- their second. so·n ·J�stin. wtis bor .. h: _; It was 
here that ·cl em turned to writing and · had a best selier ·wi tti' -'1 fi'a;t'datte_:, ih: America. :� 
He was in the process of completing part three of a trltogy at the time:.· o.f hls·· . ., .

. 
.
. ·. 

death. Our s�mpathy goes to Alison· �ndLthe · bay�� 
· · · 

· � · . . . . : : }. ··: .. 
'Ted' Holiday.L< i·. · I ·: .: .. ·: 

. • . 

. • 
. · 

Very sad ne:ws reached me
.

late- ln·i'f'·ebruary·� F .·w�Hoti9�y9 · 1T�d' t'q all monster 
hunters9 had suffered another··heart ·· att'ack1 and· died o. '· 'Taclwas on of ·the: very·. ea·rly · '· 
investigators into the Loch Ness phenomenon 9 becoming inter�sted d'I,Jring: the 'mid- · · 

thirties�- Re}w�� �·'joutnalist .. and wrfter'16n an�iing t6picsj bu�.h�d b6�sideiable 
knowledge of iwildll fe having ddne···fi�ld...:.w.or� in. Africa .. , India9 .• and Iraq� . i It ·�as ... .-
in these la�t two �l�ces th�t ·h� •gath�fe� m�£ericll;to �up�ort riis·•b�m' ·�h�ory, which· 
was the basis. of his book···rTRe :Gr�at Orm of Loch Ness··,.::published.in . . ;196EL Ted � . .. · ·. 
mounted th� first of ·man� one manJe��editioAs to the 1b6h1�in 19627 g�i��.b�tk e0Sry 
year until the early· I 70's i. Hs· .. was "With' 'the L l N 0 I 0 . in· 1 964' 'wheh .. th�y J had their . . 
twin camera positions9 one on the wall� of C�s�l� U�q�hari'and·��he qth�t one'' 
o�posite o� a �caff6idin� tb��r �t�th�,��ter� �d��. In' folldwing 'y�ats .Tea·s�ent . . 
more time as an independe�t w�tc�er� �ltho�gh he ci6htinu�d t6 ·help.�L�N.I. �xpediti�ris 
and alw�ys.wotked .cld�ely 'with them� ·He �utilished a secdnd bodk 'The Dragd� and 

. 

the Oi�c' · in 1·973. Some pt3opl8 thci-dgh:E · �e -:had· go.ne tdb far �in t�ying .t'o corl��ct J 

Loch Ns·ss· with"UFors, but··it wE:ls ·a. tfilough·t provokin'g book. r.It' was \�h'ile :s'taying with·. 
the Carys at Strone Point on· Loch' Ness fn 1'974. that 'fed r·h:ad. his. 'fi:rst . hecirt ·.·attack o . " 
He was in hosp.ital' in fn'vqrness fo't a 11ttle time b(3r'a·r ·e .:g·oi:rrg .ho.rtie t'b :.Wa_���L� .. He 
did g'et up to the lo'ch . a'gia-fn 9 but ob'viously was in: n'o 'position to carr'y oJt

. 
th� amount 

of work he had donS' b·ef·�·rGo . :· : ' · , , ::: 
Grahame Snape was otm of the people who wrote to me lLi'ith this. s'�d new� 

and wished to be incl�ded in sending sympathy to Teds relative�o Ted was indeed 
one of the true Loch N�ss charac.ters 9 :and ·wii1 be ··s-orely· m�:ssdd 'by· 

,
ai:l· tJri?, _know himo 

:: 
. . .. \ Addresses 

A new member Chris Green is hoping · to -·spend tw'o 'nr thre·e . months'· afi the loch 
during the summer o He wrot� .q.s-king to -;t;le.:·put; �n touch with anyone else who will 
be spending time ·up thero9 �ith the aim -of jo�ning·forces and exchanging ideas. 
The address is Wigbolds House9 Long Wittenham� Abingdon9 Oxon. 

I also have a letter from Jonathan de Buriatteo He would like to spend .�ome 
time at the loch9. and ·is wqndering i.,f any

.
on.e .else is going. up._ No datas w·ere·�·�· · .. __ ... ..... -..... .. 

given bu� he did say during the summer ·ho:lid�ys. H.is aqdpess .. is Tan.glew9oel9 E.ost. , 
End9 North Leigh, Oxono ,,__ . . 

, . ·  '1• . �; .. 
I have just checked my m_ap ( wherJ. I noticed t�ey .. were both OXOfl) �be two 

add�esses above are about twenty mi�e� apart; perhaps they should lnok .aach ·9t�er upo 
Will anyone else planning to go up to the l�qh please let me kQOW9 .g�vinQ dates 

and other details. ·;: . . .. 
. , -

.:: :r: 
Tail Ends . . .. . . , 1 .. ; 
***-**Silver Charm. The size of the charm ·.mentiof!f:3d in .NIS 41 shou�d. ;hav� ��-�.

d 30mrns 
or 3 ·ems long. Sorry if this caused any inconvi(lnce. · ,; . : , 
"�"**-**Swimming? The Inverness District ,.Council's Leisure and Recroati.on .Co:m.mi tte · 
are to distribute a pamphlot outlining the daRgers of swimming in Highl�r� lochs 
and streams. They will be available in�tourist centres and point outthe .. fact water 
temperatures of lochs in the north barely change from winter to summer. 

That brings another Nossletter to 9 close. Please remember your news a�d 
views are always needed. My sddress is:- H��tshieldford9 St.Johns Chapel, Bishop 

Auckland, Co Ourham9 Tel. 9 Wearhead 359� Subsoriptions .c:ro still UoK. £1.:[5�.,·. 
North America$ ?.009 sent to the above address • . 

Rip. 


